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GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

 

53.01  REFUSE COLLECTION RATES. 
 

From and after the publication of this section, refuse collection rates shall be determined and set by 

the City Council as a policy matter.  (See Appendix A).  

(Ord. 167, passed 2-5-1979) 
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53.02  CITY COMPOST SITE. 
 

(A) Commercial businesses in the tree trimming and lawn care profession can pay an annual fee in 

an amount set by the Council from time to time. (See Appendix A).  This fee entitles the business to a 

key for use of the site. 

 

(B) The key will be revoked and access will be denied if the following restrictions are violated 

with no exceptions: 

 

(1) Making any duplicate copies of the key. 

 

(2) Leaving the gate open while unattended. 

 

(3) Allowing other people or businesses to use the key. 

 

(4) Discarding unallowable items (i.e. plastic bags, tree limbs larger than 3 inches, tree 

stumps, animal waste, garbage, etc.) 

 

(5) Leaving gate unlocked. 

(Res. 99-39, passed 5-3-1999) 

 

 

53.03  BRUSH PICK UP. 
 

(A) Definition.  BRUSH for the purpose of this section, shall include branches or limbs smaller 

than 3 inches in diameter and clippings from hedges, bushes or other plants.  BRUSH constitutes those 

materials taken during trimming or pruning of vegetation from private property and/or boulevard areas. 

 

(B) Brush pick up.  On the last Friday of the month, the City Street Department will pick up free 

of charge brush which is piled either at the curb of a property or near an alley adjacent to the property.  

The brush must be piled neatly and no branches or tree trunks should be in the pile with diameters of 

more than 3 inches.  If the pile is of greater quantity than 1 truck load, the city will charge for 

additional loads. 

 

(C) Special pick ups.  If the property owner requests the pickup occur before or after the last 

Friday of the month, the city will pick up the load(s) of brush at the convenience of the Street 

Department.  The property owner will be charged a per load fee for special pick ups. 

 

(D) Personal tree and shrub/bush removal.  If a property owner removes (cuts down), either by 

themselves or by private contractor, a tree located on private property; the City Street Department will 

not pick up any branches, limbs, trunks or stumps associated  with the removal.  Nor will the city pick 

up whole shrubs/bushes removed from private property.  These types of removal are considered to be 

personal property and it is the responsibility of the property owner to dispose of those items.  However, 

the city will pick up these materials for a per load charge. 
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(E) Charges.  The city will set by separate resolution a fee schedule to address the fees to be 

collected in divisions (B), (C), and (D). 

(Res. 02-48, passed 10-3-2002) 

 

 

 

COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL 
 

 

53.15  DEFINITION. 
 

For the purpose of 53.15 et seq., the following definition shall apply unless the context clearly 

indicates or requires a different meaning. 

 

GARBAGE AND RUBBISH.  Include refuse of all kinds, both organic and inorganic, which 

accumulate in the ordinary operation of a household, including all putrescible wastes, animal offal, the 

carcasses of dead animals, and other refuse, but specifically excluding human excreta, sewage, and 

other water-carried wastes.  Also excluded are all nonputrescible wastes such as rocks, earth, sand, 

gravel, brick, stone, plaster, wood, and other similar substances which may accumulate as a result of 

construction or demolition operations. 

(Ord. 238, passed 12-7-1993) 

 

 

53.16  PURPOSE. 
 

The purpose of 53.15 et seq. is to maintain and protect the public health and sanitation of the 

residents of the city by the removal of garbage and rubbish from the residences and business places in 

the City of Olivia and to prevent the unregulated and unrestricted hauling of garbage and rubbish by 

other means than through the garbage and rubbish collection system established by 53.15 et seq. so as 

to eliminate the dispersal of garbage and rubbish along the streets, roads, and other properties in and 

near the City of Olivia. 

(Ord. 238, passed 12-7-1993) 

 

 

53.17  COLLECTION BY THE CITY. 
 

(A) All garbage and rubbish accumulated in residences in the city shall be collected, conveyed, 

and disposed of by the city or by its duly authorized contractor. 

 

(B) No person shall collect or dispose of any garbage or rubbish accumulated from any residential 

premises in the city other than his or her own except the city or its designated contractor. 

(Ord. 238, passed 12-7-1993)  Penalty, see 10.99 
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53.18  GARBAGE AND RUBBISH CONTAINERS. 
 

All occupants and owners of households in the city shall use city approved volume based bags or 

containers.  Collection of refuse for commercial refuse generators shall be negotiated between the 

contractor and the commercial refuse generator on an individual basis regarding the frequency of 

collection, containers, location, and materials collected.  Bags will be sold in Olivia at a minimum of 2 

locations convenient to citizens. 

(Ord. 238, passed 12-7-1993)  Penalty, see 10.99 

 

 

53.19  STORAGE OF CONTAINERS. 
 

Except on days scheduled for collection, garbage and rubbish containers shall be stored out of 

view of the public street and on the day of collection shall be made readily accessible to the collector, 

within 10 feet of the curb line of the public street. 

(Ord. 238, passed 12-7-1993)  Penalty, see 10.99 

 

 

53.20  COLLECTION PRACTICES. 
 

(A) Frequency of collection.  Garbage and rubbish shall be collected at least once each week, 

according to a schedule to be determined and notice shall be given by the contractor from time to time. 

 

(B) Limits on Quantity.  There shall be no limits as to the quantity, so long as all garbage and 

rubbish is placed in appropriate containers. 

(Ord. 238, passed 12-7-1993) 

 

 

53.21  STORAGE OF REFUSE. 
 

It is unlawful for any person to place any refuse in any street, alley, or other public place, or upon 

any private property whether owned by the person or not, unless it is in a proper container for 

collection.  It is also unlawful for any person to throw or deposit any refuse in any stream or other body 

of water.  Any unauthorized accumulation of refuse on any premises is hereby declared to be a 

nuisance and is prohibited.  It is also unlawful for any person to cast, place, or deposit any refuse in a 

manner so that it may be carried or deposited by the elements upon any street, sidewalk, alley, sewer, 

parkway, or other public place or into the occupied premises or onto the premises of another person. 

(Ord. 238, passed 12-7-1993)  Penalty, see 10.99 
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53.22  IMPOSITION OF FEES. 
 

A charge will be imposed upon the owners of residential property regardless of whether or 

not the service is utilized by the residents thereof.  The city or its designated contractor may levy 

a larger fee against residential structures containing 2 or more dwelling units, as the city may 

deem commensurate with the volume of refuse and the degree of difficulty of collection involved 

for each multiple dwelling unit.  (See § 53.01 and Appendix A for rates).   

(Ord. 238, passed 12-7-1993) 

 

 

53.23  REFUSE COLLECTION SERVICE TO BE CONSIDERED A PUBLIC UTILITY. 
 

The refuse collection service shall be considered a public utility furnished to the residents of 

the city either by direct city involvement or by contract, and in the event of nonpayment of 

charges which have been properly billed and are more than 30 days delinquent, the city may 

certify the charge to the County Auditor for collection with other real estate taxes.  The owners 

of rental property and apartments shall be responsible for charges made for the refuse collection 

service to each rental unit served and charges which become delinquent shall be certified by the 

City Administrator to the County Auditor for collection with other real estate taxes. 

(Ord. 238, passed 12-7-1993) 

 

 

53.24  GRIEVANCES. 
 

Any resident having a grievance relating to refuse collection service and wishing to be heard 

shall state his or her grievance in writing and submit a copy to the City Administrator, addressed 

to the Council, who shall pass upon it at its earliest meeting date. 

(Ord. 238, passed 12-7-1993) 

 

 

53.25  EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

Sections 53.15 et seq. shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and 

publication according to law. 

(Ord. 238, passed 12-7-1993) 

 

 

 

53.98  VIOLATIONS. 
 

Any person, firm, or corporation violating any provision of 53.15 et seq. shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor. 

(Ord. 238, passed 12-7-1993)  Penalty, see 10.99 

 


